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 WASHINGTON, DC - Following through with his perfect record of having never voted for a
congressional pay raise, US Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas) on Thursday once again voted against
an increase in the salary of Members of Congress. 

 "I have never and will never vote to increase Congress' pay; it's shameful that Congress seems
to think that they should be raising their own pay at the same time the American people see
their taxes increasing, federal spending going up, and the national debt getting larger," said
Rep. Paul. "Many Members of Congress say they spend so much time in D.C. that they need
more money. I say that not only does Congress not need a pay raise, we need to return to the
Constitution, limit what the federal government has its fingers in, cut the time Congress spends
in session, and cut the pay congressmen receive." 

 It is sad, said Paul, that at the same time Congress is attempting to increase its own pay, it has
been examining ways to reduce the benefits paid to veterans and senior citizens.  

 Not only has Rep. Paul refused to ever vote for a congressional pay raise, but he is also one of
the few representatives to turn down the lucrative pension Congress gives itself. 

 "Between the ability to increase pay at their whim and the juicy pension package they give
themselves, it is no wonder so few Members of Congress ever leave their office and return to
the private sector," said Rep. Paul. "How many Americans can, without thought, grant
themselves a pay raise? How many Americans can take part in a pension which pays out the
huge sums the congressional pension does? None, because Congress can simply increase
taxes to pay the bill. Even the wealthiest of business owners have to answer to the bottom-line
profitability of their company; Congress has no such accountability." 
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